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THURSDAY, May 4, 1780. 





been obliged to poftpone the Publication of feveral Letters that __. 
I have received. But the Neceflity of adhering elofely to thé — 


[' has been a Matter of much Concern to me that I have of late 


‘Circumftances of our very critical Times, has prevented the Poffi- 
bility of availing myfelf of that Affiftance which has been kind- 
ly offered by my Correfpondents. So far as I have had an‘Oppor- 
tunity, I have attended to the Conduct of our Reprefentatives,; have 


‘fhewed that their general Votes give a Sanétion to the Demands of 


the People, while their particular Refolutions refufe to give them 
the {malleft Satisfa&tion; that they have in general acknowledged 
themfelves under the Obligation of Duty to the People, while in 
every particular Inftance they have abjured the Obligation to dif- 


charge that Duty. I have urged the Legality, the Expediency of 


eur Affociation, and, to the beft of my Power, have enforced the 
feveral Articles of which it confifts. When any Letter with which 
I have been favoured applied to the Subjeét, I have utually brought 
it forward; but this is an Advantage I have been but feldom able 
to enjoy. The following Letter, however, will receive an eafy in- 
troduction from the late Negative of the Houfe of Lords, by which 
they have refufed to inquire into the State of Plymouth, when, ‘in 
the Courfe of the lat Summer, the Fleet of France rode triumphant 
in the Britifh Channel, merely becaufe the Firft Lord of the Ad- 
miralty is of Opinion that the Enemy fhould not be told in that 
Houfe that this important Fortrefs was untenable againft their 


Arms. 


Cec To ' 
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—“To LANCELOT ‘LACKRENT, Efg. 


Worthy SIR; Staf- Hall, April 29, 1780. 

SOR. fuch I venture to call you upon the fhort Acquaintance I 

, have had with you by Means of your Paper called The Yors- 
Shire Freeholder ; for to your Perfon lam an utter Stranger; and as 
for your Name, whether it is taken up in Jeft or Earneft, there are 
fo many of your Namefakes in this County, and I believe in all the 
Counties of England, that he muft be a cunninger Man than I am 
who can guefs at you. However, though I am not a very forward 
Man either-with my Tongue or my Pen, I make bold-to crave-a 
little Acquaintance with you in the Way of Letter-writing; efpe- 
cially .as I find you are tomething acquainted with our Family 
already, and make Mention, ina civil‘Wav, of my worthy Ancef- 
tor Ifaac Bickerftaff, Efg; and therefore I doubt not but you will 
condefcend to read a few Lines’ from one of his Kinfmen, though 
a plain Man, and known by-the Name of Jofeph Pikeftaff, and 
who writes himfelf E{quire, let me tell you, as well as yourfelf: 
And though the Pikeftaffs are faid to be a dlunt, plain, peaceable 
Kind of People, they are not to be played the Fool with, let me 
tell you, or too much ‘prefed upon; for in that Cafe, let me tell 
you, they can fet up their Briftles, and make thentfelves fe/¢ as well 
as the Jharpef, efpecially. if they are well headed, ‘Mr. Lackrent ; 
~and fo you muft of Need think that [ am a Friend to your Petition, 
-and Affociation: too, and among thoie who-have figned them, 
‘in Spite of all that Ihave heard -or tead againtt them in. Com- 
pany orin the News Papers: For all the Cry there is ‘Strengthen 
the. Hands of Government, ftrengthen the Hands of Govern- 
ment.” ‘What, quoth I, whether they have Heads or no? If 
I ftrengthen the Hands of -a-Madman or a Fool, I find a Staff i 
to beat -myfelf, as the Saying is, and ‘tis a filly Dog indeed 
that does that. Mend their Heads or their Hearts if you can, and 
then ftrengthen their Hands as much as you will; for I don’t care 2 
Farthing who govern, if they do but.govern well. . I am no Party- 
Man, Mr. Lackrent, unlefs [Independence is a Party; and if fo, 
“Egad I will be a Party-Man as long as I live ——** O but,” fays 
another, <«* the Houfe is on Fire, the Houfe is on Fire, and who 
-will then ftand to afk who did it, and won’t rather fet himfelt about 
utting out the Flames?” <* Ay but,” quoth I again, «I have 
Lanes many a Rogue fet a Houfe on Fire on purpofe-:to plunder 
it; and I fhould not be Fool enough to truft the Management of 
the Engine and Bucket to one whom I fufpected of doing fo, or to 
any of his Comrades.” <* Ay but,” fays another: Wifeacre,° «« they 
are the Patriots who have raifed all this Flame; they have fet the 
“Houfe on Fire; they halloo’d on the Americans ; they fhewed them 


-@ur weak Side; they told them the Miniftry had wooden Heads and 
= the 
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‘the Navy rotten ‘Hearts, and that the Bill for the War would ruin 
us; and all this they have done in Parliament.” Now, as for the 
Miniftry,it may be faid at leaft that the Patriots did-not backbite them, 
for they told them as much or more to their Faces; befides that, all 
the World knew'it long fince. As tothe Navy, the Miniftry let the 
Cat out of the Bag theirlelves; for they owned it would not bear 
being examined into, and fo left our Enemies to guefs the 
worft: And asto the Expence of the War, it was all dowa 
in Black and White, and any Body might read it that pleafed. 
But why all this thould -be done in Parliament is my Wonder: 
I never before heard of a Confpiracy carried on by Means of a 
{peaking Trumpet at the Diftance of I don’t know how many 
Thoufand Miles, for they fay tis a vaft many, and acrofs 
the Seas. I remember, Mr.-Lackrent, when I was a Youngfter, 
and at London: for the firft Time, there was a Man who had 
wrote a Play, (1 think he was call’'d Mr. Bayes) and he made 
a Plot in the Play, which was carried on by Whifpers, and it 
was thouvht. fo ridiculous a Conceit, that it made a main Laugh 
in the Houfe, and the Man who. wrote it was thought a Fool 
~or a Coxcomb, or fomething worfe ; now I can’t but think, Mr. 
- Lackrent,. that the Conceit of a Plot being carried on between the 
Patriots in Parliament by their Speeches, and the Americans 
- beyond Sea, is much more ridiculous; but perhaps the Authors 
of this Conceit are of that Gentleman’s Family, and, if fo, I don’t 
wonder at it. But I fhall weary you, Mr. Lackrent, and fo I 
will take my Leave of you for the-prefent, tho’ I have a great 
» deal more to fay, which I hope you will allow me to do at another 
Time, and in the mean-while fet me right if Iam wrong, for I 
-am a plain Man, Mr. Lackrent, and do not write fo much to 
inform others as to be informed myfelf; and-fo I write myfelf 


‘Your Friend and Well- wither, 


Josepu PixesTarr, 
The following Letters introduce themfelves. 
To LANCELOT LACKRENT, Efq. 


Mr. LACKRENT, May 1, 1780. 


Am fo pleafed with your Lucubrations, that I have long in- 
tended to court your Acquaintance, and to tempt you, if 
-poffible, by a hearty Welcome to come under my Roof. Though 
it is humble, you feem too much a Friend to your Fellow-Creatures 
to defpife it for that Reafon, and though the calamitous Times 
in which we live have much reduced my Circumttances, I ftill 
believed mytfelf in Poffeffion of a Tankard of good home-brewed 
Beer to give you, over which we might, for one-chearful Hour at 

leaft, 





Se ann ell annie csctgs tiny 
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leaft, forget the Miferies of our declining Country, and fufpend 
our Zeal for Juftice againft a Miniftry that has deftroyed it. But 
even this Confolation is now to be taken away, and, with Folly 
almoft equal to the Wickednefs of the Meafure, our Government 
is about to abolifh the only Friend they enjoyed in the Kingdom, 
that momentary Feftivity in which they were forgotten. Perhaps 
their Purpofe was to diffolve Society, as they fear to have Men 
compare their Sufferings and Opinions, and apprehend ‘that when 
they come together they feel too much to talk of any other Sub- 
ject but Redrefs. If, however, I am driven to the Neceffity of 
breaking up Neighbourhood, and, inftead of enjoying the Com- 
pany of my Friends, am reduced to quench my Thirft with a 
fingle folitary Cup of Ale, I fhall make it a perpetual Memorial 
of that Tyranny which has brought us to fo low a Situation, and 
as a Toaft, which I now propofe ‘to ‘be univerfally tacked here- 
after to the firft Glafs of Malt Liquor throughout the Kingdom, 
fhall always drink it, «*To the Contufion of a Minifter that has 
taxed our Malt.” 

It has always been a Cultom ‘with me ‘to refrefth the poor 
fatigued Workman, after the Labours of the Day, with a Draft 
of Ale or Beer; fo it has been with many other well-difpofed Peo- 
ple who muft now withhold their Bounty; and thus the Tax will 
be univerfally felt. ~But I find fome little Comfort in this Circum- 
{ftance, for, as I: have heard it faid that the Misfortunes of a 
Country are felt downwards, and that beginning with great Men 
they at length-reach the little ones, and fo that from that Time the 
People make one common Caufe of the general Grievance, and 
redrefling themfelves, make Things turn about; fo I cannot but 
think it better in this Refpect, that Miniftry has at length taken 
fuch a Step, and, by taxing:Malt, have made the very lowett of the 
People know that their. Betters have not deceived them in complain- 
ing for fome Time paft; for now we thall all go together, and fome- 
thing. perhaps may be done for our Good. But, worthy Sir, it is 
very hard in the mean-time on a poor Man who works for lower 
Wages than he -ufed to receive, to‘find the Price of his only Re- 
frefhment fo raifed as to exceed his Power of paying for it; and 
alfo to" fee his Employer. fo much reduced, that let him be ever fo 
willing, he is abfolutely unable to afford him a Glafs of Ale brewed 
from his own Malt. 

I cannot help afking you whether this might not be the Mini- 
fier’s Reafon for taxing Salt at the fame Time; for the lefs Salt 
there is ufed, the lefs Occafion there will be for Malt Liquor. Now 
this may be mighty good-natured, but not likely to bring in fo 
much Money as if he had lowered the old Salt Duties. I remember 
a Story, and though it is an old one I will tell it, of a Gentleman, 
who having a drunken Servant, bequeathed him a Trunk, in which 


he had left him ‘ fomething to make him drink ;” the poor Fellow, 


when 
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when he got Poffeffion of his Legacy, (on which he was not then 
obliged to pay Poundage) and with great Expectation had fet about 
examining the Contents of his Trunk, on removing many Folds; 
found himfelf at length the Proprietor of a falt Herring. Now this 
Man, if he eat his Herring, would, according to the Intention of 
the Teftator, have very probably confumed rather the more Malt 
Liquor for it, and fo have contributed more to the Revenue than 
if it had been a frefh Herring : But Lord North does not appear to 
be of that Teftator’s Way of thinking; for at the fame Time that 
he raifes the Price of Malt beyond our Ability to confume it, his 
Lordfhip endeavours alfo to render it impoflible for us to falt ejthet 
our Herrings, our Bacon, our Beef, or our Butter. 


I am, Sir, 
Your very faithful Servant,  —>_- 
ROGER HEARTY. 
wigs rar | 
To LANCELOT LACKRENT; Ef. 





STR, 
LEASE to propofe to the Public the following Quere: A 
Freehold Eftate, which, in the Year 1775, paid me the Sum 
of 21. 17s. 6d. a Year, pays me now no more than 11. 15s. 


Am I therefore a Freeholder, and canI vote for a Reprefentative 
in Parliament ? If not 





> 
Sir, 
Iam your humble Servant, 
A DISFRANCHISED ENGLISHMAN« 


G 


ic Any Letter diretted to LANCELOT LACKRENT; Efq; at the 
Printing-Office in Coney-fireet, York, Carriage or boft paid; 
will be duly attended to. 


Yorx: Printed by A. Warp ; fold by all the Bookfellers in Yorke 
fhire, and R. Fautper, No. 42, New Bond-ftreet, Corner of 
Maddoxeftreet, London. Price Tworencs. 
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